NOTES and study tips
Egypt

Things you need to know

·  The mummification process:  Who did it, why, and how? (This information is on your Egypt booklet handed out two weeks ago and discussed several times in the past couple classes.)
· Priest performed the ritual because Egyptians believed that your soul could live on forever in the afterlife if your body was preserved.  Dead Egyptians were laid on a slanted table, where their organs were removed (brain through the nose, liver, lungs, stomach, ??? through the belly button or a small cut in the abdomen.) They were then dried out with a special salt, named Natron.  This took about 40 days.  Once dry, the body was wrapped with linen strips.  Spices, scented oils and a few small items, that the deceased would like to take with them to the afterlife, were placed in between the linen layers.  The wrapping of the body took about 30 days!

· The Nile River:  This is the longest river in the world.  It was extremely important to the Egyptian settlers because of its flooding cycle and its length. 
· Ancient Egypt was formed on the banks of The Nile where the yearly flooding created fertile land to grow crops. It was written that “Egypt was the gift of the Nile.”

· The length of the Nile helped with the trading and transporting of goods. 
· Wheat was one of Ancient Egypt’s main crops that allowed them to settle and become a very important country in the Middle East.

· Things we use today that comes from The Egyptians:

· They came up with a number system based on the number 10, as is ours today. (1, 10, 100, 1000, etc…)

· They were the first to use soaps, lipsticks, eye paint, wigs, and moisture cream.
· They came up with a calendar based on 365 days a year, with months of 30 days. (Very similar to ours today.)

· They also invented papyrus, the first form of paper used.
· Important terms: Hieroglyphs, sarcophagus, natron, shaduf, limestone, papyrus.
· The pyramids were made of stone (limestone), and they were built to house the bodies of the dead pharaohs.

· Know how to label a compass.

